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By Les Willsey
azpreps365.com

There's plenty of new blood (eight teams) vying for the
Division III baseball title in 2015. Can the new blood equal or
surpass teams who were close in 2014?

The opening round played Saturday May 2 pared the field
from 24 teams to 16 with the top eight seeds drawing first-round
byes in the single-elimination tournament. Of the 16 teams
remaining, eight repeated advancement to the round of 16  from
last year -- Northwest Christian, Estrella Foothills, Sahuarita,
Bisbee, Payson, Scottsdale Christian, Fountain Hills and Yuma
Catholic. The eight teams not in the top 16 a year ago and there
now -- Rio Rico, Wickenburg, Amphitheater, Blue Ridge,
Thatcher, Combs, Walden Grove and Willcox.

So who has the best chance of taking the title come Saturday
May 16?

Perhaps peaking at the top five seeds will shed some light on
it. In the past four years a top-five seed has won the title every
year. That's a trend. This is baseball, however, and the margin
of error between winning and losing often is thin whether it's a
1-2 matchup or a 1-16 matchup.

Here's a look at this year's top five seeds -- No. 1 Northwest
Christian, No. 2 Willcox, No. 3 Fountain Hills, No. 4 Scottsdale
Christian and No. 5 Bisbee. Three of the five (NWC, Fountain
Hills, Scottsdale Christian) reached the final eight last year and
two (Fountain Hills and NWC) made it to the semis.

NO. 1 NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN (22-5): Coach Rod Bair
has a veteran team that has essentially matched last year's play
(NWC was 25-6 in 2014 and finished runner-up). Offensively the
Crusaders are led by Colin Ledbetter with a .458 average, 6
home runs and 42 RBI. Add AJ Graffanino (478), Drew Inness
(.459) and Easton Hunt (.423) and there's lots of support for an
experienced pitching staff. Leading the staff are senior Steve
Butts (6-0), junior Jake Huey (5-1) and junior Austin Worrell. All
have state tourney experience.

NO. 2 WILLCOX (24-6): Willcox's success centers around
seven seniors, six of them returning starters. Leading the
Cowboys on the mound are Travis Regalado (5-1, 2.30 ERA)
and Chris Granado (4-0, 3.00 ERA). At the plate Daniel Daiz
(.534, 5 HR and 20 RBI) and Jake Whitfield (.476) are the top
hitters with four or five more right behind them.

NO. 3 FOUNTAIN HILLS (24-3): Fountain Hills just missed
reaching the title game last year, dropping a 1-0 contest in eight
innings in the semis to eventual champion Palo Verde. Coach
Mike Bruguglio's squad features one of the state's best players
in Devin Foyle. Foyle does it all. He enters the tournament with
a .578 average, 11 homers and 42 RBI. Twenty-seven of his 37
hits are for extra bases. He's outstanding on the bases as well
with 16 steals in 16 attempts. Foes fear him as his 29 walks
should tell you. Foyle also pitches. He is 8-0 with a 0.72 ERA
and has 96 strikeouts in 58 innings. Nice complements to Foyle
at the plate are Paul Bryniarski (.461, 49 RBI) and on the
mound Matt Wolkamp (8-0, 1.06 ERA).

NO. 4 SCOTTSDALE CHRISTIAN (17-8):  Scottsdale

Odds Rest With One of Top Five
Seeds to Win D-III Title

Christian earned a much higher seed this year (4 compared to
16 last year). First-year coach Tim Salmon has the staff ace
back from last year -- senior Robert Reasor. Reasor pitched the
first two games at state last year with plenty of rest between the
first and second games and Reasor tossed a pair of shutouts.
Reasor brings a 9-1 record and 1.28 ERA to the tournament
plus a .444 average and 24 RBI. The Eagles will need to get the
pitching staff to come through in the quarters should they
advance as that is where its season came to an abrupt end vs.
Fountain Hills in 2014 quarters. Another qualify bat in SCA's
lineup belongs to Marcus Skundrich (.464 average and 27 RBI.

NO. 5 BISBEE (21-5):  Bisbee was the No. 1 seed last year,
but ran into Scottsdale Christian's Reasor in its first round game
and was eliminated via shutout. If the Pumas prevail in their
second-round game on Friday they may see Scottsdale
Christian in a rematch although might not see Reasor this time.
Bisbee is led by senior Eric Sproule, who sports a 5-1 record
and 1.26 ERA. Sproule also adds offense to the mix with a .422
average. A pair of sophomores lead the Pumas offense -- Obed
Cordova (.507 avg., 27 RBI) and Christian Ballesteros (.473
avg., 28 RBI). Senior Manny Ramirez gives Bisbee a 1-2 punch
on the mound with a 5-3 record, 1.66 ERA and 69 strikeouts in
50 innings.

Fountain Hills' Devin Foyle prepares to deliver a pitch vs.
Northwest Christian earlier this season (photo by Mark
Jones/MaxPreps.com).



page 7

Sat, May 2 Fri, May 8 Sat, May 9 Fri, May 15 Sat, May 16

Rio Rico
(2-0)

Estrella Foothills
(8-0)

Wickenburg
(16-7)

Payson
(4-1)

Amphitheater
(15-1)

Blue Ridge
(4-1)

Thatcher
(11-1)

Walden Grove
(12-0)

NW Christian (#1)

Sahuarita (#8)

Bisbee (#5)

Scottsdale Chr. (#4)

Fountain Hills (#3)

Yuma Catholic (#6)

Combs (#7)

Willcox (#2)

Rio Rico (#17)

Winslow (#16)

Tuba City (#24)

Estrella Foothills (#9)

Page (#21)

Wickenburg (#12)

Payson (#20)

Chino Valley (#13)

Chinle (#19)

Amphitheater (#14)

Blue Ridge (#22)

Snowflake (#11)

Show Low (#23)

Thatcher (#10)

Walden Grove (#18)

Sed. Red Rock (#15)

Surprise Complex
11:00 am

Surprise Stadium
6:30 pm

Surprise Stadium
7:00 pm

Surprise Stadium
4:00 pm

Surprise Complex
11:00 am

Surprise Complex
11:00 am

Surprise Complex
11:00 am

STATE CHAMPION

Div. III Baseball State Championship Bracket



No. Player/Pos. Yr.
2...Alex Olague, OF ................................Sr.
4...Bildon Enos, 2B..................................Jr.
5...Michael Delgado, 1B/2B ..................Jr.
6...Ivan Denogean, CF/INF ..................Sr.
7...Manny Murillo, C/2B.......................Jr.
8...Irving Borboa, 1B/C .........................Sr.
9...Ivan Murillo, 3B/P ............................So.

12...Eduardo Cruz, 3B/P .........................Jr.
13...Rafael Elias, SS/P ..............................Sr.
15...Kyle Pilgrim, C/OF...........................Fr.
17...Tyler McVay, OF ................................So.
18...Joseph Vasquez, OF...........................So.
19...Devon Pilgrim, P/RF........................Sr.
21...Joe Chris, 1B/OF ...............................Jr.
23...Hector Aboyte, 1B/3B ......................So.
24...Ariel Ochoa, OF.................................Fr.
35...Andrew Brown, OF...........................Fr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
0...Pete Chavez, OF/2B..........................So.
1...Daniel Barrows, OF...........................Jr.
2...Spencer Schuller, OF/P ....................Jr.
4...Vic Valdez, OF/2B.............................Jr.
5...Eric Sproule, INF ...............................Sr.
6...Paco Vasquez, INF.............................Fr.
7...Angel Ozuna, 1B/P...........................Jr.
8...Adam Jones, OF/P............................Sr.

10...Miguel Galvez, INF/P......................Jr.
11 ...Gil Ruiz, C/1B ...................................Sr.
12...Anthony Samaniego, OF ..................Fr.
13...Manny Ramirez, SS/P ......................Sr.
14...Sergio Altamirano, OF/C.................So.
16...Gorge Amaya, INF ............................So.
17...Fred Contreras, C/1B........................Jr.
21...Christian Ballesteros, OF/DH.........So.
22...Obed Cordova, 3B .............................So.

Amphitheater Panthers

Bisbee Pumas
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Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams

photo not available



No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
.......Nick Baker, OF.......................6-0.......Jr.
.......McKay Berges, C ...................6-1.......Jr.
.......Seth Chavez, INF/P..............5-10.....Fr.
.......David Coto, INF....................5-7.......Sr.
.......Noah Gray, INF .....................5-6.......So.
.......Spencer Hall, SS/P................6-0.......Sr.
.......Luke Hughes, INF ................5-11.....Jr.
.......Deondre Johnson...................5-9.......So.
.......Tyler Lang, P/OF ..................5-9.......Sr.
.......Iram Macias ...........................6-2.......So.
.......Antonio Sanchez, 1B.............6-0.......Sr.
.......Dallin Sargent, C/P ..............5-11.....Jr.
.......Clay Tanijieth, P/OF.............6-2.......Jr.
.......Larry Verdugo, OF/2B .........5-8.......Sr.
.......Stephen Vital, OF/INF.........5-9.......Jr.
.......Elijah Williams, P/1B ...........5-11.....Jr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Tyler Stading, P/1B...........................So.
2...Tanner Woodard, 2B..........................Sr.
3...Jerek Bernhardt, P/OF......................So.
4...Josh Herrera, OF................................Sr.
5...Fidencio Quirarte, INF/P.................So.
6...Ethan Hunt, 2B/OF...........................Jr.
7...Kyle Flake, P.......................................So.
7...Spencer Pearson, C/UT....................Sr.
8...Josh McDevitt, C/SS .........................So.
9...Nick Woehrel, P/OF .........................Sr.

10...Mason Cundick, INF.........................Sr.
11 ...Edward Martinez, P/1B ...................Sr.
12...Gage Davidson, SS/P .......................Jr.
13...Dalton Lupton, OF ............................Jr.
14...Austin Courter, 2B.............................So.
15...Josh Bane, P/OF ................................Jr.
15...Colt Chance, P/3B.............................So.
16...Dax Kelley, OF/P ..............................So.
17...Matt Robinson, C...............................So.

Blue Ridge Yellowjackets

Combs Coyotes

Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams
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No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
1...Connor Still, P .......................5-9.......Fr.
2...Christian McCubbins, INF...5-9.......Fr.
3...Joey Clemann, INF/P...........6-0.......Jr.
4...Tyler Godfrey, INF/P ...........5-9.......Fr.
5...Travis Haymore, OF/P.........5-11.....So.
6...Chase Johnson, INF/P .........5-10.....So.
7...Stephen Gonzalez, UT/P.....5-11.....Sr.
8...Landon Dunivant, INF/P....6-3.......Sr.
9...Rob Jesionowski, P................6-0.......So.

10...Tyler Waterfield, OF .............5-11.....Jr.
11 ...Kevin Kastel, OF/C ..............6-0.......So.
13...Derek Conidi, OF/P .............5-9.......Jr.
14...C.J. Aviles, C/P......................5-9.......Sr.
15...Cole Hinzmann, INF/P .......5-11.....Jr.
20...John Berroth, INF/P .............6-3.......Sr.
21...Mason Benfield, OF/P .........5-9.......Sr.
22...Stetson Ensley, INF/C..........5-8.......So.
24...Rex Greabell, P ......................6-6.......Jr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Paul Bryniarski, RF ...........................Sr.
2...Cody Phillips, INF/C .......................So.
3...Kyle Tolis, OF/P................................Jr.
4...Connor Gevirtz, 2B............................Jr.
5...Tiger Horikawa, 3B/P ......................Jr.
6...Teo Vargas, C......................................So.
8...Devin Foyle, CF/P ............................Sr.

10...Cory Kukkola, SS...............................Sr.
11 ...Zebediah Hunteman, OF/P.............Jr.
12...Michael James, 1B/P.........................Jr.
17...T.J. DeNinis, OF .................................So.
18...Bryce Andrashie, INF/OF................So.
25...Matt Woltkamp, 1B/P.......................Jr.
31...Andy Szwiec, LF/P...........................Sr.
44...Andrew Dykman, OF/P ..................Jr.

Estrella Foothills Wolves

Fountain Hills Falcons
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Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams



No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Bubba Ponce.......................................So.
2...Noah DeLaPiedra ..............................Jr.
3...Easton Hunt .......................................Jr.
4...Alex Wood ..........................................Sr.
5...Tyler Worrell.......................................So.
6...Quinn Hunter.....................................Jr.
8...Isaiah Nelson......................................Jr.
9...Drew Inness........................................Jr.

10...Jake Huey ...........................................Jr.
11 ...A.J. Graffanino ...................................Sr.
12...Ray Kindred .......................................Jr.
13...Collin Ledbetter .................................Sr.
15...Steven Butts........................................Sr.
16...Austin Worrell....................................Jr.
19...Grant Goodman.................................Jr.

No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
3...Ruben Estrada, INF/C .........5-11.....Jr.
4...Jason Daniels, C/OF.............5-8.......So.
5...Silas Galster, OF ....................6-0.......Jr.
7...Logan Morgan, OF................6-1.......Sr.
9...Koy Duran, INF/OF.............5-10.....Fr.

10...Hunter Lane, C/OF ..............6-1.......Sr.
12...Shad McNeeley, OF/P..........5-10.....So.
18...Carl Adcock, OF/P ...............5-8.......Jr.
20...David Evans, OF/INF..........5-10.....Sr.
22...Taran Sarnowski, INF/C .....5-11.....Jr.
23...Ryan Ricke, INF/OF.............6-4.......So.
25...Jake Beeler, OF/P..................6-2.......So.
27...Hunter Paul, INF/P..............5-6.......So.
35...Efrain Amaya-Medina, 1B ...6-0.......So.

Northwest Christian Crusaders

Payson Longhorns
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Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams



No. Player Yr.
2...Mike Escobar......................................
4...Alvaro Barnett....................................
5...Sean Fanning......................................
6...Luis Soto .............................................
7...Raul Buitimea.....................................
8...Jorge Olivarria....................................
9...Antonio Rodriguez............................

11 ...Andre Greene.....................................
12...Daniel Quijada ...................................
14...Chris Lopez ........................................
15...Nathan Bermudez .............................
25...Sebastian Robles ................................

No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
1...Rigo Leon, SS/2B ..................5-7.......So.
2...Jacob Teso, 2B/SS..................5-11.....Jr.
3...Angel Ochoa, INF/P ............5-10.....Fr.
4...Kevin Morales, OF/P ...........5-8.......Jr.
5...Saul Escarrega, 3B/P ............6-0.......Fr.
7...Jerry Lerma, C .......................6-0.......So.
9...Juan Ponce, OF/P .................5-8.......Jr.

10...Victor Balloc, P/OF...............5-10.....Jr.
13...Brendon Rodriguez, OF/P ..6-6.......Jr.
22...Austin Bryan, P/OF .............5-11.....Jr.
42...Alonzo Martinez, C ..............5-9.......Sr.
44...Sati Santa Cruz, P/3B...........6-3.......Sr.
51...Sergio Santa Cruz, 1B/P ......6-4.......Jr.
.......Chris Clarke, 3B/OF.............6-1.......Jr.
.......Ian Mejia, INF/P ...................6-2.......Fr.

Rio Rico Hawks

Sahuarita Mustangs
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Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams



No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
1...Damian Cesaitis, SS ..............5-6.......Sr.
2...Sam Gallegos, 1B...................5-10.....Jr.
3...Nick Mattingly, C/OF ..........5-11.....Jr.
5...Walker Boyd, INF/P.............5-11.....Jr.
7...Brad Swetonic, P ...................6-6.......Jr.
9...Christian Grundemann, P....5-8.......So.

11 ...Conner Teich, OF/P..............5-11.....Sr.
12...Adam Bernardo, P/INF .......6-0.......Jr.
14...Zach Swain, OF .....................5-8.......Sr.
15...Kameron Quitno, P/2B ........5-9.......So.
16...Jacob Salmon, OF ..................5-10.....Sr.
18...Trevor Brezina, P...................5-5.......So.
19...Chance Wnuck, OF...............5-7.......Jr.
20...Kolton Quitno, C...................5-7.......Sr.
21...Marcus Skundrich, C/1B .....6-2.......Sr.
26...Robbie Witte, P/1B ...............6-3.......So.
32...Josh Perrino, P/3B ................5-10.....So.
33...Robert Reaser, P/OF.............6-0.......Sr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Jacob Dunlap......................................So.
2...Tyler Myers, INF................................Sr.
4...Bryson Martin ....................................Jr.
5...Tyler Adams, C/3B ...........................Sr.
6...Brandon Drage, OF/P ......................Jr.
7...Zeff Prina, 1B/RF ..............................Sr.
8...Heath Motes .......................................Sr.
9...Austin Peeler, P/OF..........................Sr.

13...Jacob Scarlett, INF .............................Jr.
14...Braden Brown, 3B/DH.....................Jr.
15...Ben Russell, P/1B ..............................Sr.
16...Derek Adams, P/3B ..........................Sr.
17...Ben Nuttall, 1B/C..............................Sr.
18...Marcus Chavez, C/3B ......................Jr.
19...Dakota Casillas, OF...........................Sr.

Scottsdale Christian Eagles

Thatcher Eagles
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Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams



No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Chris Kouris .......................................
2...Brent Valenti .......................................
3...Armondo Vasquez.............................
4...Andrew Kouris ..................................
5...Daniel Alegria ....................................
6...Gabriel Gamez ...................................
7...Shawn Kucko .....................................
8...Antonio Burrola.................................
9...Joseph Martinez.................................

10...Cesar Garcia .......................................
11 ...Chase Plascencia................................
12...Corbin Hoffman.................................
13...Brenden Urias-Buono .......................
14...Raymond Hendrickson ....................
15...Rey Lara ..............................................
16...Alex Agraz..........................................
17...Chris Suarez .......................................
19...Wright Avant ......................................
23...Payson Ham.......................................
24...Gerardo Gonzalez .............................

No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
2...Tanner Wickam, C/2B..........5-8.......Jr.
3...Cade Jones, 1B/P ..................6-2.......Jr.
5...Jimmy Jenson, LF/P .............6-0.......Jr.
6...Mclane Arballo, C/INF........5-11.....Jr.
7...Michael Motor, INF ..............5-10.....So.
9...Monti Houge, INF.................5-11.....Sr.

10...Kyle Macias, LF/P ................5-11.....So.
12...Cory McFarland, SS/P .........5-11.....Jr.
18...Will Patton, RF/1B................6-2.......Jr.
24...Jordan Smart, INF .................6-0.......Sr.
26...Rony Ruize, CF/P.................5-8.......So.
42...Hunter Gaines, 2B/P............6-2.......Sr.

Walden Grove Red Wolves

Wickenburg Wranglers
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Div. III Baseball Top 16 Teams



No. Player/Pos. Yr.
2...Jake Whitfield ....................................Sr.
3...Alex Torres..........................................So.
5...Chris Granado....................................Sr.
7...Seth Estes ............................................Sr.

11 ...Daniel Diaz.........................................Sr.
12...Justin Kibler........................................Fr.
15...Matthew Gonzales ............................So.
20...Nathan Tipler .....................................Sr.
22...Travis Regalado .................................Sr.
32...Sherrick Sandborn.............................Fr.
36...Trevor Long ........................................So.
40...Austin Stamback................................So.
45...DJ King................................................Fr.
49...Jarek Nolan.........................................Sr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Jaime Montanez, INF ........................Sr.
2...Alex Olsen, INF .................................Jr.
5...Jack Curtis, P/OF ..............................So.
6...Blake Sandoval, C..............................So.
7...Jay Fleck, INF.....................................Fr.
8...Adam Padilla, OF..............................Sr.
9...Christian Smith, OF ..........................Jr.

11 ...Karston Frank, OF.............................Sr.
13...Christian Chavez, OF........................Jr.
14...Jonathan Shane, INF .........................Sr.
15...Joey Miranda, INF/C........................Sr.
21...Stephen Riek, INF..............................Sr.
22...Daniel Miranda, OF/P......................So.
23...Daniel Perez, 1B.................................Jr.
24...Keone Mills, C....................................Sr.
32...Sam Atiyeh, 1B/P..............................Sr.
34...Justo Medina, 1B................................Sr.

Willcox Cowboys

Yuma Catholic Shamrocks
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DIVISION IV
Year Winning  Team Head  Coach Runnerup Team Head Coach Score
2014.................Tucson Desert Christian (29-2) ...............................M. Grant Hopkins ...........................Tucson Pusch Ridge (26-5)..........................Mark Frithsen ...............................4-2
2013.................Tucson Desert Christian (26-4)...............................M. Grant Hopkins ...........................Phoenix Christian (24-5)..............................Mark Band ...................................11-9
2012.................St. David (19-3) .......................................................Ron Goodman ................................Yuma Catholic (18-3) ...................................Curt Foppe.....................(6 inn.) 14-4

DIVISION III
2014.................Tucson Palo Verde ...................................................Jim Mentz.......................................Phoenix Northwest Christian ........................Rod Bair........................................5-4
2013.................Fountain Hills (18-5) ...............................................Mike Briguglio ................................Vail Empire (18-5) ........................................Tom Belter ....................................5-4
2012.................River Valley (28-3)...................................................Aaron LaCasse ...............................Goodyear Estrella Foothills (18-4) ...............Patrick McCubbins .......................8-7

DIVISION II
2014.................Phoenix Greenway (29-4) .......................................Matt Denny .....................................Nogales (30-7) .............................................Oscar Favela ................................8-0
2013.................Scottsdale Notre Dame Prep (30-7) .......................Brian Fischer ..................................Phoenix Sunnyslope (28-5) .........................Jeff Shillington..............................2-1
2012.................Phoenix Sunnyslope (21-2) .....................................Jeff Shillington ...............................Peoria Liberty (22-3) ....................................Mark Ernster.................................6-5

DIVISION I
2014.................Chandler Hamilton (30-3) .......................................Mike Woods ....................................Gilbert Mesquite (23-12) ..............................Jeff Holland..................................8-4
2013.................Scottsdale Desert Mountain (31-4) .........................Brian Stephenson...........................Scottsdale Chaparral (23-14) .......................Sam Messina...................(8 inn.) 4-3
2012.................Scottsdale Chaparal (24-7) .....................................Sam Messina..................................Phoenix Brophy Prep (23-10).......................Tom Succow .................................5-3

1A CONFERENCE
2011 .................Tucson Tanque Verde...............................................James Lawwill ................................St. David........................................................Ron Goodman.............................18-6
2010 ................Gila Bend (28-2)......................................................Donny Young ..................................Tucson Tanque Verde (27-4).........................Jim Lawwill...................................6-5
2009................Tucson Tanque Verde...............................................Jim Lawwill.....................................Bagdad..........................................................Dalton Mills ..................................6-3
2008................Elfrida Valley Union (23-6) ......................................Tony Luzania...................................Gila Bend (23-5-1)........................................Donny Young ................................9-1 
2007 ................Superior ...................................................................William Duarte................................Bagdad..........................................................Bill Godsil.....................................6-3
2006................Heber Mogollon (20-8) ...........................................Rick Honsinger...............................Duncan (18-6) ..............................................Chano Talavera............................12-5
2005................Duncan.....................................................................Chano Talavera ...............................Seligman.......................................................Ted Alexander .............................12-2
2004................Duncan (18-3)..........................................................Amdrew Larson ..............................Tucson Green Fields (19-4)..........................Victor Acuna.................................4-2
2003................Joseph City (18-8-2) ...............................................Richard Felton................................Clifton (18-3) ................................................Gilbert Mesa.................................6-4
2002................St. David (18-3) .......................................................Jim Crawford ..................................Joseph City (16-8-1).....................................Richard Felton ..............................4-3
2001 ................St. David (16-7)........................................................Jim Crawford ..................................Joseph City (20-7) .......................................Eldon Larsen ................................3-2
2000................St. David (17-4)........................................................Jim Crawford ..................................Patagonia (15-6)...........................................John Urias ....................................8-2
1999 ................Tucson St. Gregory (26-4).......................................Shane Sherwood ............................Mayer (17-5) .................................................Dave Capka .................................12-2
1998 ................Green Fields (22-7) .................................................Frank Trujillo...................................St. David (22-3) ............................................John Sands...................................1-0
1997.................St. David (25-2) .......................................................John Sands.....................................Bagdad (21-2)...............................................James Roe....................................4-3
1996 ................Patagonia (20-1)......................................................Mike Slenk......................................Ajo (23-8) .....................................................Leonard Lopez..............................4-2
1995.................Northwest Community Christian (25-2-1) ...............John James....................................Desert Christian (19-10) ...............................Allen Nielsen................................4-0
1994.................Scottsdale Christian (24-2).....................................Bob Fredericks ...............................Desert Christian (17-7) .................................Allen Nielsen ................................6-2
1993.................St. David (16-6) .......................................................Jim Crawford ..................................Williams (19-6) .............................................Rick Shipley .................................6-4
1992.................Heber Mogollon (17-5) ............................................Monty Williams...............................Bagdad (15-4)...............................................Carl Ridenour ...............................6-3
1991 .................St. David (19-2)........................................................Jim Crawford ..................................Bagdad (19-3)...............................................Carl Ridenour ..............................12-2

2A CONFERENCE
2011 .................Chandler Valley Christian ........................................Rick Surls .......................................Scottsdale Christian .....................................Bill Swift .......................................8-7
2010 ................Phoenix Bourgade Catholic.....................................Greg Hemke ...................................Camp Verde ..................................................Steve Hicks ..................................6-5
2009................Tucson Pusch Ridge Christian.................................Doug Jones ....................................San Manuel ...................................................Don Payne......................(6 inn.) 15-5
2008................Bisbee (27-4)...........................................................Mike Frosco....................................Phoenix Bourgade Catholic..........................Greg Henke ..................................9-8
2007 ................St. Johns..................................................................Ray Davis........................................Winkelman Hayden .......................................Bob Lorona...................................8-6
2006................Yuma Catholic (27-4) ..............................................Tom Kandler ...................................Scottsdale Christian (25-5)..........................Bill Swift ........................(8 inn.) 14-9
2005................Scottsdale Christian (19-7) .....................................Bill Swift .........................................Thatcher........................................................Ramon Morales ............................8-4
2004................Scottsdale Christian (24-3).....................................Bill Swift .........................................Phoenix Christian (18-9) ..............................Mark Band ....................................2-0
2003................Phoenix Christian (18-11) ........................................Danny Jacques...............................Scottsdale Christian (21-7)...........................Bill Swift ......................................11-9
2002................Bisbee (27-6)...........................................................Mike Frosco....................................Thatcher (24-4) ............................................Don Conrad.................................13-3
2001 ................Willcox (25-5)..........................................................Russ Bethel ....................................Bisbee (23-4) ...............................................Mike Frosco.................................11-5
2000................Willcox (33-0) .........................................................Russ Bethel ....................................Thatcher (18-7).............................................Don Conrad ..................................5-4
1999 ................Willcox (26-4)..........................................................Russ Bethel ....................................Chandler Seton (23-11).................................Phil Baniewicz ............................10-0
1998 ................Phoenix Christian (25-7-1) ......................................Danny Jacques...............................Elfrida Valley Union (18-8) ...........................Calvin King ....................................7-1
1997.................Winkelman Hayden (18-6).......................................Gary LaFevers ................................Benson (18-7) ...............................................Whitney Holland ...........................8-4
1996 ................Chandler Seton (17-7) .............................................Phil Baniewicz ................................Benson (20-7) ..............................................Whitney Holland...........................3-0
1995.................Camp Verde (22-4) ..................................................Mike Mier........................................Kearny Ray (14-7) .........................................Rick Lorona ................................14-8
1994.................Tombstone (17-6) ....................................................Ron Ingrum.....................................Benson (20-8) ..............................................Whitney Holland..............(9 inn.) 9-8
1993.................Bisbee (20-6) ..........................................................Mike Frosco....................................Florence (18-7).............................................Tony Jimenez ...............................8-5
1992.................Florence (21-4) ........................................................Tony Jimenez..................................Benson (22-4) ..............................................Ken Smith.....................................6-2
1991 .................Eloy Santa Cruz (19-5) ............................................Scott Cook......................................Queen Creek (18-5)......................................Mike Johnson .............................14-6

3A CONFERENCE
2011 .................Lakeside Blue Ridge (31-2).....................................Joe Merklin ....................................Goodyear Estrella Foothills (25-6) ..............Patrick McCubbins..........(9 inn.) 8-6
2010 ................Chino Valley (22-2-1)...............................................Bruce Nesbitt .................................Tucson Empire ..............................................Tom Belter ....................................8-2
2009................Globe .......................................................................David Lopez....................................Wickenburg (19-10) ......................................Ron Bergman................................4-2
2008................Safford (20-11).........................................................Robert Abalos.................................Chino Valley ..................................................Bruce Nesbitt ................(5 inn.) 10-0
2007 ................Wickenburg (25-3) ..................................................Ron Bergman..................................Holbrook .......................................................Shawn Layden ..............................6-3
2006................Chandler Seton Catholic (21-2)...............................Jon Malgradi ..................................Fountain Hills (30-2) ....................................Mike Briguglio .............................11-8
2005................Sahuarita (27-6) ......................................................Bryan Huie......................................Fountain Hills (25-8) ....................................Mike Briguglio...............................5-1

Baseball Championship Results (1991-2014)
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3A CONFERENCE (cont)
Year Winning  Team Head  Coach Runnerup Team Head Coach Score
2004................Fountain Hills (28-4) ...............................................Mike Briguglio ................................Higley (23-9) ................................................Joe Bergen................................12-10
2003................Chandler Seton (22-11-1).........................................Dave Ference .................................Fountain Hills (27-3) ....................................Mike Briguglio .............................11-5
2002................Fountain Hills (30-3)...............................................Mike Briguglio ................................Chandler Seton (21-12).................................Dave Ference ...............................8-4
2001 ................Fountain Hills (28-4) ...............................................Mike Briguglio ................................Globe (19-8) .................................................Eldon Dallas..................................5-1
2000................Safford (24-5)..........................................................Rich DeRidder ................................Globe (23-4).................................................Eldon Dallas..................................7-2
1999 ................Payson (23-9)..........................................................Ted Pettet .......................................Cave Creek Cactus Shadows (27-1) .............Scott Cook.................................23-11
1998 ................Cave Creek Cactus Shadows (26-5) .......................Scott Cook......................................Chino Valley (25-4) ......................................Tom Pratt ......................................8-3
1997.................Globe (24-3)............................................................Eldon Dallas ...................................Chino Valley (16-11) ......................................Tom Pratt ......................................7-4
1996 ................Safford (17-10) .........................................................Rich DeRidder ................................Cave Creek Cactus Shadows (22-5) ............Scott Cook ...................................5-4
1995.................Globe (21-4) ............................................................Eldon Dallas ...................................Safford (15-10)..............................................Rich DeRidder ..............................9-8
1994.................Safford (19-7)...........................................................Rich DeRidder ................................Globe (20-5).................................................Eldon Dallas..................................2-1
1993.................Lake Havasu (22-7-2) ..............................................Larry Kiszczak ................................San Manuel (28-1)........................................Don Payne ....................................4-2
1992.................San Manuel (29-2) ..................................................Don Payne ......................................Lake Havasu (17-8-3) ...................................Larry Kiszczek ..............................4-2
1991 .................Show Low (20-6).....................................................Gary Williams .................................Globe (21-3) .................................................Eldon Dallas .................................3-2

4A CONFERENCE
2011 4A-1 .........Scottsdale Saguaro (34-3)......................................Ryan Dyer .......................................Peoria Sunrise Mountain (26-6) ..................Eric Gardner ...............................13-6
2011 4A-2.........Tucson Catalina (22-11) ...........................................Tony Gabusi....................................Phoenix Thunderbird (27-4) .........................Seth Melton.....................(9 inn.) 8-4
2010 4A-1 ........Scottsdale Saguaro (26-6)......................................Ryan Dyer .......................................Tucson Catalina Foothills .............................Lance Robertson ...........(6 inn.) 15-5
2010 4A-2........Peoria Liberty (25-6)...............................................Mark Ernster...................................Phoenix Greenway (26-9) ............................Matt Denny ...................................8-3
2009 4A-1........Tucson Canyon Del Oro (24-7) ................................Len Anderson .................................Glendale Cactus (26-6) ...............................Mike Tirella .................................15-5
2009 4A-2 .......Cottonwood Mingus (29-5) .....................................Bob Young ......................................Scottsdale Notre Dame (30-2).....................Guy Gianni ....................................7-4
2008 4A-1 .......Scottsdale Chaparral (27-6)....................................Jerry Dawson..................................Phoenix SD O’Connor (25-7-1).....................Jeff Baumgartner .........................8-6
2008 4A-2 .......Cottonwood Mingus (23-11) ....................................Greg Beauchman ...........................Scottsdale Notre Dame (29-5).....................Guy Gianni ....................................4-1
2007 4A-1 ........Tempe McClintock (24-10)......................................Harold Bull .....................................Tucson Sahuaro (16-13-1).............................Mark Chandler...............(10 inn.) 9-8
2007 4A-2 .......Scottsdale Coronado (27-5-1).................................Buck Holmes ..................................Scottdale Notre Dame (28-6) ......................Guy Gianni .................................20-8
2006 4A-1........Scottsdale Chaparral (31-3-1) .................................Jerry Dawson..................................Tucson Amphitheater (24-11) .......................Todd Naskedov .............................4-3
2006 4A-2 .......Cave Creek Cactus Shadows (20-12)......................Tom Scala.......................................Scottsdale Arcadia (22-9)............................Ken Rudolph................................13-7
2005................Scottsdale Chaparral (31-3) ....................................Jerry Dawson..................................Tucson Catalina Foothills (33-3)..................Jason Hisey ................................10-0
2004................Scottsdale Chaparral (31-2) ....................................Jerry Dawson..................................Tucson Catalina Foothills (26-5)..................Trent Emeneck .............................9-3
2003................Scottsdale Chaparral (32-3) ...................................Jerry Dawson..................................Scottsdale Coronado (24-6) ........................Buck Holmes..................(12 inn.) 4-3
2002................Prescott (26-9)........................................................Kent Winslow..................................Tucson Catalina Foothills (27-4-1) ...............Jason Hisey.....................(9 inn.) 7-5
2001 ................Douglas (21-7) .........................................................Jaime Tadeo ...................................Tucson Sahuaro (18-15)................................Mark Tselentis ..............................4-0
2000................Scottsdale Chaparral (28-6) ...................................Jerry Dawson..................................Tucson Santa Rita (24-11).............................Dan Moore ..................................10-4
1999 ................Scottsdale Chaparral (32-2)....................................Jerry Dawson..................................Scottsdale Coronado (24-7).........................Buck Holmes ................................3-2
1998 ................Phoenix Thunderbird (26-5)....................................Pat Higgins .....................................Scottsdale Chaparral (25-5-2) .....................Jerry Dawson ..............................10-2
1997.................Tucson Sabino (23-8)..............................................Mike Bejarano ................................Scottsdale Chaparral (27-6-1)......................Jerry Dawson ...............................6-0
1996 ................Sunnyslope (24-10) .................................................Rich Carlberg .................................Kingman (16-20) ..........................................Tim Casson .................................12-3
1995.................Lake Havasu (27-8) .................................................Larry Kiszczak ................................Gilbert Highland (22-10-1)............................Keith Brown...................................5-1
1994.................Scottsdale Chaparral (30-4) ...................................Jerry Dawson..................................Tucson Sunnyside (19-13) ............................Ernie Palomarez...........................9-0
1993.................Phoenix Greenway (32-2)........................................Ted Blake........................................Tucson Flowing Wells (22-10) ......................David Landrith............................20-0
1992.................Tempe Union (20-11) ...............................................Bruce Kipper ..................................Avondale Agua Fria (21-12) ..........................Wayne DesCombes ......................6-0
1991 .................Tucson Desert View (20-9) .....................................Rene Rodriguez..............................Tucson Sunnyside (24-4) .............................Ernie Palomarez ...........................3-2

5A CONFERENCE
2011 5A-1 .........Tempe Mountain Pointe (28-5) ...............................Brandon Buck.................................Chandler Hamilton........................................Mike Woods.....................(8 inn.) 7-6
2011 5A-2.........Scottsdale Chaparral (24-9) ...................................Sam Messina..................................Gilbert Perry (21-13) .....................................Shane Hilstrom............................11-9
2010 5A-1 ........Gilbert Desert Ridge................................................Patrick Herrera ...............................Tempe Mountain Pointe................................Brandon Buck..............................11-4
2010 5A-2........Scottsdale Horizon (21-10)......................................Eric Kibler ......................................Scottsdale Desert Mountain (23-13) ............Bryan Rice ...................................11-9
2009 5A-1 .......Tempe Corona del Sol (25-7) ..................................Dave Webb......................................Chandler Hamilton (23-12)...........................Mike Woods.....................(6 inn.) 11-1
2009 5A-2 .......Mesa Desert Ridge ..................................................Pat Herrera .....................................Scottsdale Horizon .......................................Eric Kibler ....................................9-8
2008 5A-1 .......Chandler Hamilton (25-8) .......................................Mike Woods ....................................Gilbert Mesquite (19-16) ..............................Jeff Holland..................................6-5
2008 5A-2.......Scottsdale Horizon (24-9).......................................Eric Kibler ......................................Peoria Sunrise Mountain (29-4-1)................Eric Gardner..................................2-1
2007 5A-1........Scottsdale Horizon (33-3).......................................Eric Kibler ......................................Phoenix Brophy Prep (30-4) ........................Tom Succow.................................9-6
2007 5A-2 .......Tempe Marcos de Niza (17-17) ................................Felipe Becerra ................................Scottsdale Desert Mountain (26-9) .............Bryan Rice.......................(8 inn.) 5-4
2006 5A-1 .......Phoenix Brophy Prep (29-5) ...................................Tom Succow ...................................Scottsdale Horizon (25-10) ..........................Eric Kibler .......................(6 inn.) 11-1
2006 5A-2 .......Glendale Deer Valley (24-7) ....................................Larry Eubanks ................................Peoria Sunrise Mountain ..............................Eric Gardner.....................(9 inn.) 2-1
2005................Scottsdale Horizon (28-9) ......................................Eric Kibler ......................................Chandler Hamilton (26-7) ............................Mike Woods ................................10-0
2004................Chandler Hamilton (30-8).......................................Mike Woods ....................................Gilbert (28-10)..............................................Matt Gutierrez...............................5-2
2003................Chandler Hamilton (27-10)......................................Mike Woods ....................................Scottsdale Horizon (32-4)............................Eric Kibler .....................................5-1
2002................Tucson Canyon del Oro (27-6) ................................Keith Francis ..................................Tucson (25-10) .............................................Oscar Romero ..............................8-6
2001 ................Tempe Desert Vista (32-3) ......................................Stan Luketich .................................Yuma Cibola (27-4) ......................................Duane Evans.................................6-5
2000................Tucson Canyon del Oro (31-5) ................................Kent Winslow..................................Tempe Desert Vista (26-8)...........................Stan Luketich ...............................6-5
1999 ................Tempe Desert Vista (34-5) ......................................Stan Luketich .................................Glendale Ironwood (28-7) ............................Mike Holder ................................18-8
1998 ................Mesa Mountain View (25-11) ...................................Mike Thiel.......................................Tempe Marcos de Niza (23-13-1) .................Tom Huber .......................(9 inn.) 8-7
1997.................Tucson Canyon del Oro (27-6) ................................Phil Wright ......................................Tucson Salpointe (23-11)..............................Kent Winslow .............................12-11
1996 ................Scottsdale Horizon (32-2).......................................Eric Kibler ......................................Tucson Salpointe (27-5) ...............................Kent Winslow................................5-3
1995.................Scottsdale Horizon (27-6) .......................................Eric Kibler ......................................Tempe Mountain Pointe (25-8-1) .................Roger LeBlanc ..............................3-1
1994.................Tucson Canyon del Oro (26-7) ................................Phil Wright ......................................Phoenix Deer Valley (25-5) ..........................Mike Cornish ...............................11-5
1993.................Tempe Corona del Sol (24-9-1)...............................Ron Davini ......................................Phoenix Deer Valley (22-10-2) .....................Mike Cornish .................................7-1
1992.................Scottsdale Saguaro (22-11) .....................................Bill Berger ......................................Shadow Mountain (24-8-1)...........................Rich Chainhalt ..............................5-1
1991 .................Gilbert (22-6) ..........................................................Bob Everett.....................................Tempe Corona del Sol (23-5).......................Ron Davini ..................................18-8
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Fri, May 1 Sat, May 2 Fri, May 8 Sat, May 9 Sat, May 16

Pima
(8-6)

San Manuel
(2-1)

Tempe Prep
(5-2)

Chandler Prep
(8-6)

St. Augustine
(9-8)

Phoenix Christian
(13-3)

Superior
(10-3)

Gila Bend
(2-0)

Desert Chr. (#1)

Valley Union (#8)

Joy Christian (#5)

Bagdad (#4)

Pusch Ridge (#3)

Miami (#6)

Northland Prep (#7)

Ray (#2)

Desert Chr.
(13-2)

Valley Union
(5-4)

Joy Christian
(11-4)

Bagdad
(13-2)

Pusch Ridge
(15-1)

Miami
(6-5)

Superior
(9-5)

Ray
(14-0)

Pima (#17)

St. David (#16)

Ash Fork (#24)

San Manuel (#9)

Phx Country Day (#21)

Tempe Prep (#12)

Glendale Prep (#20)

Chandler Prep (#13)

St. Augustine (#19)

St. Johns (#14)

Duncan (#22)

Phx Christian (#11)

San Pasqual (#23)

Superior (#10)

Gila Bend (#18)

Scottsdale Prep (#15)

Goodyear Comp.
6:00 pm

Goodyear Comp.
11:00 am

Maryvale Stadium
7:00 pm

Goodyear Comp.
11:00 am

Goodyear Comp.
6:00 pm

Goodyear Comp.
6:00 pm

Goodyear Comp.
6:00 pm

STATE CHAMPION

Div. IV Baseball State Championship Bracket



No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Ben Loveall, CF/P.............................So.
2...Michael Sanchez, RF/P ....................Jr.
3...Tony Juaregui, 2B ..............................Sr.
6...Jordan Kitchens, OF ..........................So.
7...Connor Pacheco, SS/C .....................So.
8...Devin Nelson, INF ............................So.

10...Brenden Garza, LF/DH....................Sr.
11 ...Michael Mendez, LF/DH.................So.
13...Jeremiah Loveall, 1B .........................Jr.
14...Damien Tham ....................................Fr.
18...Jacob Brady, 2B ..................................Sr.
21...Sam Collins, 1B ..................................So.
22...Casey Jeans, C/P ...............................Sr.
23...Israel Loveall, P/LF ..........................Fr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
2...Conner Trout, UT ..............................So.
3...Jason Jorg, INF ...................................Fr.
5...Brett Grabosch, 2B/P ........................Jr.
6...Jesse Schwartz, 3B .............................Jr.
7...Ethan Malis, CF .................................So.
8...Zach Rosson, C ..................................Jr.

10...Josh Repavich, 1B/P .........................So.
11 ...Andrew Edwards, P/1B...................Sr.
13...Zach Malis, OP/1B............................Sr.
17...Austin Hull, OF .................................Fr.
20...Jacob Rosson, LF................................Jr.
22...Camron White, SS .............................Sr.
24...Barrett Greene, 3B/P.........................Jr.
25...Jonah Stiffey, P/C..............................Jr.
33...Ryan Phillips, RF/UT .......................Sr.

Bagdad Sultans

Desert Christian Eagles
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Div. IV Baseball Final 8 Teams



No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
1...Jake Pitner, OF/2B ................5-8.......Fr.
2...Rylan Collins, INF.................5-8.......So.
4...Riley Kohler, P/OF ...............6-0.......So.
5...Joey Martinez, C/P...............5-10.....So.
6...Hunter Lynch, 2B/OF ..........5-8.......Fr.
7...Nick Ayres, OF/1B ...............5-10.....Fr.
9...David Dessi, OF ....................5-4.......Sr.

10...Tyler Graham, OF .................5-9.......So.
11 ...Daniel Pellish, OF .................5-10.....Fr.
15...Tyler Boelter, OF/UT............6-2.......Sr.
16...Jacob Beard, DH....................5-10.....Jr.
17...Natan Cairati, OF..................6-0.......Sr.
18...Tyler Collins, INF..................6-5.......Sr.
19...Ramon Santos, OF.................5-10.....So.
21...Isaiah Leach, OF/P ...............6-4.......Jr.
23...Trevor Lopez, 2B/P ..............5-9.......So.
52...Anthony Quattrocchi, 3B .....6-4.......So.

No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
1...Diego Garcia, C/CF..............5-7.......So.
2...Miguel Reyes, OF..................5-6.......Sr.
3...Gabe Gomez, OF ...................5-4.......Fr.
4...Thomas Schaffer, C/RF........5-10.....Jr.
5...Trevor Horta, INF .................5-7.......Jr.
6...Zaberial Saenz, OF................5-9.......Fr.
8...Logan Peery, INF...................5-10.....Jr.
9...Mando Garcia, RF/SS ..........5-9.......So.

10...Nick Bowser, 3B/RF .............6-0.......Sr.
11 ...Kenon Dzera, INF .................5-5.......So.
12...Cedric Johnson, CF/SS ........5-11.....Sr.
13...Anthony Dzera, INF.............5-5.......Fr.
14...Matt Norcross, RF/1B ..........5-10.....So.
37...Joe Castaneda, INF ...............5-10.....So.

Joy Christian Eagles

Miami Vandals

Div. IV Baseball Final 8 Teams
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No. Player/Pos. Yr.
3...Gabe Salcido, OF/P ..........................Sr.
5...Oliver Harris, OF/2B........................Jr.
8...Taylor Schull, OF/2B ........................Sr.

11 ...Aaron Noller, 2B/P ...........................So.
14...Alan Ramirez, SS/P ..........................Sr.
18...Luke Haines, 1B/P............................Sr.
19...Eric Crooks, OF..................................Jr.
20...Brian Van Kley, OF ............................Sr.
22...Tyler Padia, OF/2B ...........................Sr.
24...Tommy Wahl, 1B/OF........................Jr.
25...Josh Blankenship, C ..........................Sr.
29...Bobby Purcell, 1B/RF .......................Jr.
30...Austin Schmidt, INF .........................Sr.

No. Player/Pos. Ht. Yr.
2...Robbin Newman, OF/1B.....5-6.......Sr.
3...Jordan Pace, 1B/UT..............5-10.....So.
4...Douglas McPeak, INF/C .....5-10.....Sr.
6...Cole Yocum, OF/P................5-11.....Fr.
9...Fabian Valenzuela, 3B ..........6-0.......Fr.

10...Seth Harmon, OF/3B ...........5-8.......Sr.
11 ...Derek Pacheco, INF ..............5-9.......Sr.
12...Kolton Bray, OF .....................5-7.......Sr.
14...Austin Huffman, OF/2B......5-8.......Jr.
15...Destry Yocum, 3B/P.............6-1.......Sr.
18...Jacob Pace, C/UT..................5-10.....Sr.
25...Brett Fackiner, INF................5-10.....So.

Pusch Ridge Lions

Ray Bearcats
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Div. IV Baseball Final 8 Teams



No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...Jose Lira, 2B/OF ................................Jr.
2...Edgar Galindo, P/3B ........................So.
3...Rickey Longoria, P/OF ....................Sr.
4...Austin Navarrette, INF.....................So.
5...Jesse Lopez, OF..................................So.
9...Nicolaus Cruz, SS/P .........................So.

10...Eric Oatis, INF/OF............................Sr.
11 ...Steven Byrd, OF.................................So.
12...Joseph Diaz-Gonzales, INF/C.........So.
13...Matthew Zavala, C/OF....................Sr.
14...Steven Denogean, OF/INF ..............So.
15...Elias Olmos, INF................................Jr.
16...A.J. Denogean, INF ...........................Jr.
20...Andrew Lopez, OF/1B.....................Jr.
22...Frank Pino, 3B/OF............................Fr.
24...Jalon Murry, 1B/OF ..........................So.
25...Lorenzo Garcia, OF/INF..................Fr.

No. Player/Pos. Yr.
1...George Adcock, INF..........................Fr.
3...Reed Nichols, OF...............................Jr.
4...Jesus Smith, OF/INF.........................Fr.
5...Jaret Luzania, INF .............................Jr.
8...Fernando Gutierrez, INF..................Jr.

11 ...Jacob Romero, INF ............................Sr.
12...Derek Hahn, INF ...............................Fr.
15...Vidal Urtuzuaztegui, INF.................Sr.
18...Brandon Martinez, INF ....................So.
20...Karsen Estelle, OF .............................So.
22...Sean Hahn, INF/P.............................So.
23...Junior Gamez, C/INF .......................Jr.
25...Isaac Lopez, OF/1B...........................Jr.

Superior Panthers

Valley Union Blue Devils
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By Jose Garcia
azpreps365.com

Blame Oregon for keeping Desert Christian from
having a chance to tie the state's all-time win streak
baseball record during its next game.
Oregon based Taft High upended Desert Christian

16-8 during a regular season tournament game this
season, thwarting Desert Christian's chance at tying
the 52nd game in a row win record. We have a feel-
ing that the teams in Division IV aren't feeling sorry
that Desert Christian didn't get to tie a 69-year-old
state record.
A majority of Desert Christian's wins over the past

two seasons have come against D-IV teams, which
Desert Christian has owned after winning the past
two state title games. One record is out of reach for
Desert Christian, but it still can accomplish some-
thing that no other Tucson team has since mid
1950s — win three titles in a row.
Desert Christian is three wins away from achiev-

ing that. It'll play Valley Union on Friday (May 8) with
a berth in the D-IV state semifinals at stake.
Valley Union (16-8) lost 10-0 to Desert Christian

on April 21, but Valley Union has won 11 of its past
13 games. College-bound players Zach Malis and
Andrew Edwards are rewriting the individual state
record book with their performances on the plate
and the mound.
And they are the No. 1 and 2 reasons why Desert

Christian is the overwhelming favorite to win the title
again this year. Is there a team capable of pulling of
a major upset?
Let's take a look at who's remaining in the D-IV

playoff race that Desert Christian has been leading
handily the past two years. 

Joy Christian: Sophomore pitcher Anthony
Quattrocchi and senior Tyler Collins have each
helped carry the team. Isaiah Leach has been the
team's best hitter this season. The team is battled
tested, having played D-II's Mingus, D-III's
Northwest Christian and Scottsdale Christian. "We
will need to clean up our defensive mistakes and
mental mistakes for us to reach the goals we want

Division IV Baseball 
Dominant Desert Christian Chasing History

to reach," coach Klent Corely said. "We feel like if
we do those things our pitching will give us a chance
to win tough games."

Bagdad: The team has a good mixture of veterans
and young talent. Veterans Casey Jeans and Tony
Jauregui have already experienced a lot of highs
and lows on different teams at the school. The team
won 20 games this year for the first time since 2011.
The sophomores and a freshmen, Israel Loveall, are
the players opponents will need to really keep an
eye on. Jeans and Loveall are the team's leading
hitters, and Loveall is one of the top two pitchers on
the mound.
The team has improved up the middle with the

production of shortstop Connor Pacheco, Jauregui
and Jeans, a catcher. The team carries pitching
depth.

Miami: The No. 6 seed is 21-8. Logan Peery
(.451) and sophomore Diego Garcia (.483) have the
highest batting average on the team. Miami will play
third-seeded Pusch Ridge Christian (20-6) in the
quarterfinals. Senior Alan Ramirez is hitting .533,
and sophomore Aaron Noller (.432) had a 2.45 ERA
after 48 2/3 innings pitched for Pusch Ridge.

Superior: The only team that played in the first
round and is still playing in the tournament. Matthew
Zavala was batting .352, Austin Navarrette was at
.347, and Gage Cruz had stolen 23 bases. Ricky
Longoria was 6-2 with a 2.37 ERA and 72 K's and
notched a no-hitter this season. "We have fought
and have that never give up attitude," coach Manuel
Ortega said.

Ray: The No. 2 seed has had to battle through a
lot in the past couple of weeks, but it's still pushing
forward. Coach Rene Pacheco's father-in-law
passed away recently, and the team's cleanup hitter
and No. 1 pitcher, Destry Yocum, was diagnosed
with meningitis in late April. The team has five sen-
iors who are 4-year starters. Derek Pacheco was hit-
ting .500. 
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